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BOROUGH  OF  LISKEARD 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1948. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  LisJ^eard. 


jiYour  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1948.  Judged  by  vital  statistics  of  Births,  Deaths  and 
Infectious  Diseases  the  health  of  the  community  has  on  the  whole 
been  up  to  the  average  of  that  prevailing  throughout  England  and 
Wales.  No  major  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  have  been 
experienced  nor  has  any  case  of  serious  infectious  disease  been 
notified.  Apart  from  one  death  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
no  deaths  from  infectious  disease  occurred. 

As  far  as  the  administrative  aspect  of  Public  Health  work  in 
the  Borough  was  concerned,  the  year  1948  was  marked  by  two 
radical  changes  :  — 

(1)  The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into 
operation  on  the  Appointed  Day,  5th  July,  1948.  By  virtue  of  this 
the  Passmore  Edwards  Cottage  Hospital  became  a  unit  of  the  South 
West  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  duty  of  providing  services  under 
Part  III  of  this  Act  devolved  upon  the  Cornwall  County  Council, 
and  all  actively  practising  general  medical  practitioners  and  dentists 
in  the  Borough  came  within  the  scope  of  Part  IV  of  this  Act. 

(2)  The  arrangement  whereby  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  Borough  were  carried  out  in  a  part-time  capacity 
by  a  general  medical  practitioner,  Dr.  J.  G.  Morgan,  came  to  an  end 
and  this  appointment  was  combined  with  those  of  five  neighbour¬ 
ing  County  Districts  in  south-east  Cornwall  and  with  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  The  duties  of  the  latter 
appointment  relate  to  the  detailed  day-to-day  administration  of 
schemes  formulated  by  the  County  Council  under  Part  III  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  Those  parts  of  these  schemes 
which  have  special  reference  to  the  Borough  will  be  dealt  with  in 
the  body  of  my  report. 
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I  have  to  acknowledge  my  thanks  to  your  previous  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  J.  G.  Morgan,  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.. 
E.  J.  Hoar,  in  particular,  and  to  those  members  and  officials  of  the 
Borough  Council  who  assisted  me  in  taking  over,  and  becoming 
familiar  with  the  duties,  and  responsibilities  of  the  appointment  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  J.  FOX, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Liskeard  Municipal  Borough— Vital  Statistics  for  1948. 

2704  acres. 


Area  of  Borough  ... 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  the  1948 
Resident  Population 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 


4,490 

1,210  approx. 


Rateable  Value  of  Borough 

.  •  • 

£31,541 

Sum  represented  by 

Penny  Rate 

£4  26  16s 

.  4.79c!. 

Live  Births — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

... 

27 

30 

57 

Illegitimate 

...  ... 

1 

o 

jL* 

3 

28 

32 

60 

Liskeard  M.B. 

England  and 

Wales 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  of  population 

13.4 

17.9 

Still  Births — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

...  ... 

- — - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Liskeard  M.B. 

England  and 

Wales 

Still  Birth-rate 
per  1 ,000  of 
population 

0.44 

0.42 

Deaths — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

36 

24 

60 

Liskeard  M.B. 

England  and 

Wales 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
of  population 

13.4 

10.8 

Deaths  attributed  to  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  the 

Puerperal  State. 


No  deaths  under  this  heading. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age — 

All  Causes  2 

Liskeard  IV?. B.  England  and  Wales 

Infant  Mortality  rate 

per  1,000  Live  Births  33  34 


Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  Two  Years 


of  Age — 

Death-rate  per 
Live  Births 


1,000 


Ltskeard  IV!. B. 

Nil 


England  and  Wales 

3.3 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages. 


Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Cancer  (all  sites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  (“stroke”)  ...  7 

Kidney  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Suicide  and  other  violence  ...  ...  ...  3 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Borough. 

(a)  Hospital  Services. 

(1)  Passmore  Edwards  Cottage  Hospital.  This  hospital 
has  22  beds  for  in-patients,  and  during  the  year  1948,  a  total  of  330 
in-patients  were  treated.  Intheout-patientdepartment4,010patients 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Some  2,711  patients  received 
physiotherapy,  and  1,358  patients  passed  through  the  X-Ray  depart¬ 
ment.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  T.  Tibbott  Davis,  f.r.C.s.  Edin.  as 
Consulting  Surgeon  in  May  1948,  has  increased  the  scope,  and 
variety  of  general  surgical  work  carried  out  in  the  Hospital,  and 
has  meant  that  many  cases  which  were  previously  referred  to 
Plymouth  hospitals  are  now  dealt  with  in  Liskeard.  Consultants 
in  other  branches  of  medicine  are  available  to  attend  the  Hospital 
as,  and  when  required. 

(2)  Lamellion  Hospital.  The  hospital  which  deals  with 
chronic  illness,  and  serves  in  the  main  for  hospitalisation  of  old 
people,  has  70  beds  for  adults,  and  5  for  children.  In  addition  74 
beds  for  adults  and  9  for  children  are  provided  to  accommodate 
those  persons  designated  in  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948.  The  Medical  Officer  of  this  Hospital  is  D.  E.  S.  Toogood, 
M.A.  (Oxon.),  M.R.C.S. 

(b)  Laboratory  Services.  No  Public  Health  Laboratory 
exists  nearer  than  Exeter.  The  functions  of  this  Service  are  carried 
out  by  the  Pathological  Department,  The  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary, 
Truro,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  F.  D.  M.  Hocking. 

Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  for  the  Borough  by  the 
County  Public  Health  Laboratories,  66  Victoria  Street,  London. 

(c)  Services  Provided  by  the  Cornwall  County  Council  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Service  Act ,  1946. 

(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children.  Ante¬ 
natal  and  post-natal  advice  has  been  given  at  Clinics  held  weekly 
on  Fridays  at  the  Coronation  Welfare  Centre.  Up  to  the  end  of 
1948  the  Consultant  Obstetricians  attending  these  Clinics  have 
come  Irom  the  West  Cornwall  Hospital  Group.  It  is  hoped  that 
early  in  1949  this  Clinic  will  be  staffed  by  Consultants  from  the 
South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital  Group  at  Plymouth.  The 
average  number  of  attendances  at  each  Clinic  has  been  7. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics  have  been  held  weekly  on  Fridays  at 
the  Coronation  Welfare  Centre.  Up  to  the  5th  July,  1948,  these 
were  organised  and  administered  by  a  local  Voluntary  Association 
and  were  attended  by  one  of  the  local  General  Practitioners.  Since 
that  date  they  have  been  organised  by  the  County  Council’s  Health 
Visitor  with  the  assistance  of  members  of  the  Voluntary  Association 
and  have  been  attended  by  Dr.  McMillan,  Assistant  School  Mediccl 
Officer.  The  average  attendance  over  the  period  5.7.48.  to  31.12.48. 
has  been  40,  a  very  good  average,  and  one  which  shows  how  the 
mothers  of  children  below  school  age  appreciate  the  service.  A 
priority  dental  service  operated  by  the  School  Dental  Service  is 
available  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  of  pre¬ 
school  age,  but  during  the  period  under  review  the  demands  of  this 
part  of  the  Service  have  been  small. 

(2)  Midwifery  Service.  The  District  Nurse- Midwife  for 
the  Borough  is  Nurse  Laity.  During  the  year  she  attended  24 
confinements  and  carried  out  700  visits  in  connection  with  this 
service.  In  cases  where  abnormal  obstetric  conditions,  unsuitable 
home  conditions  or  any  other  reason  made  confinement  at  home 
inadvisable,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  confinement  to  take 
place  at  Polvellan  Maternity  Home,  Looe,  Redruth  Hospital  or  the 
City  Hospital,  Plymouth. 

(3)  Health  Visiting  Service.  In  the  Borough  Health 
Visiting  has  been  carried  out  by  Miss  M.  Phillips,  Q.N.S.,  H.v. 

(4)  Home  Nursing  Service.  In  the  Borough  this  work 
in  addition  to  midwifery  is  carried  out  by  Nurse  D.  P.  Laity. 
During  the  year  1948,  she  carried  out  2,200  visits  on  duties 
connected  with  home  nursing. 

(5)  Ambulance  Service.  By  arrangement  with  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Brigade,  the  Liskeard  Division  co-operated  with 
the  County  Council  in  continuing  to  run  this  service  after  5th  July, 
1948.  At  the  end  of  August,  1948,  three  members  of  the  Liskeard 
Division,  Superintendent  R.  C.  Symons,  Sgt.  J.  J.  Tredinnick  and 
D.  C.  Cummings  were  appointed  as  full-time  driver-attendants  in 
the  Cornwall  County  Ambulance  Service.  The  employment  of 
these  members  of  the  St.  John  organisation,  together  with  the 
wholehearted  co-operation  of  the  Liskeard  Division  has  ensured 
the  smooth  passage  of  responsibility  for  ambulance  transport  from 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  to  the  County  Council.  From  7 
p.m.  to  7  a.m.  and  at  week-ends  voluntary  effort  is  required  to  man 
the  ambulance.  This  has  been  readily  forthcoming  from  the 
Liskeard  Division,  and  the  best  thanks  of  the  community  are  due 
to  the  Division  for  this  and  other  contributions  made  by  them  to 
the  smooth  and  effective  running  of  the  ambulance  service.  The 
following  are  details  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the 
Liskeard  ambulance  car  : — 


Patients  handled. 
331 
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Miles  travelled. 

9,525 

(6)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care 
Services.  During  the  year  1948  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
operate  any  new  schemes  aimed  at  prevention  of  illness  though 
wherever  possible  health  education  and  propaganda  has  been  made 
use  of.  It  is  hoped  that,  as  more  experience  is  gained  in  the 
operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  it  will  be  possible  to 
increase  the  amount  and  the  scope  of  work  under  this  head. 

Active  preventative  measures  in  the  shape  of  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  smallpox  have  been 
available — the  former  from  the  family  doctor  or  at  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics,  the  latter  from  the  family  doctor  only.  The  response  to- 
vaccination  has  been  very  indifferent,  and  is  likely  to  deteriorate 
further  now  that  it  is  completely  optional.  During  the  year  74 
children  received  primary  inoculation  against  diphtheria  and  22 
received  reinforcing  doses.  Although  accurate  figures  are  not 
available  it  is  believed  that  about  80%  of  children  under  the  age  of 
5  years  have  been  immunised  against  diptheria. 

As  far  as  care  and  after-care  of  illness  is  concerned  the 
demand  for  these  services  in  the  Borough  has  not  been  great  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  under  review.  Three  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  in 
receipt  of  grants  to  enable  them  to  purchase  extra  rations. 

(7)  Home  Help  Service.  This  service  was  started  m 
Liskeard  Borough  in  July  1948.  Its  object  is  the  provision  of  help 
in  carrying  out  household  duties  to  homes  where  a  genuine  need 
for  such  help  exists  c.g.  maternity  cases,  aged,  and/or  infirm  people, 
and  illness.  This  service  is  organised,  and  administered  by  the 
Womens  Voluntary  Service*  with  the  assistance  of  the  Town  Clerk's 
Office  in  the  first  instance  and  later  the  Health  Area  Office.  This 
service  employed  2  full-time,  2  regular  part-time  and  3  spare  time 
workers.  During  the  period  5.7.48.— 3 1 . 1 .49.  a  total  of  21  cases 
was  helped,  and  the  net  expenditure  on  the  service  was  £191.2.1 1. 

(d)  Miscellaneous  Other  Services. 

(1)  Chest  Clinic.  This  is  held  at  the  Cottage  Hospital  on 
the  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Tuesdays  of  each  month,  and  is  attended  by 
either  the  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  Cairns  or  the  Assistant  Chest 
Physician,  Dr.  Duty.  The  great  majority  of  cases  attending  this 
Clinic  are  sufferers  from,  or  suspected  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

(2)  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  This  is  held  at  the  Coronation 
Welfare  Centre  on  every  Saturday  morning.  The  Orthopaedic 
Consultant,  Mr.  Rentoul,  attends  at  this  Clinic  for  one  session  each 
month. 
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(3)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic.  This  Clinic,  in¬ 
tended  to  serve  school-children  is  held  at  the  Coronation  Welfare 
Centre  as  often  as  required — usually  once  in  every  6 — 8  weeks,  and 
is  attended  by  the  E.N.T.  Consultant,  Mr.  Sheridan. 

(4)  Ophthalmic  Clinic.  This  Clinic  also  serves  school- 
children,  and  is  held  at  the  Coronation  Welfare  Centre  on  the  1st 
and  4th  Tuesdays.  It  is  attended  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer,  Dr.  McMillan. 

(5)  Speech  Therapy  Clinic.  This  school-children’s  Clinic 
is  held  at  the  Coronation  Welfare  Centre  every  Wednesday  and  is 
attended  by  Miss  Rowley-Lewis,  l.c.s.t. 

(6)  Psychiatric  Clinic.  This  is  held  at  the  Coronation 
Welfare  Centre  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month,  and  is  attended 
by  Dr.  Dedman. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  not  numerous  during  1948, 
a  total  of  34  cases  having  been  notified  as  against  64  cases  during 
1947.  There  was  only  one  death  from  infectious  disease — a  case 
of  pneumonia.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below  none  of  the 
more  serious  infectious  diseases  occurred  during  the  year  in  the 
Borough. 

Rates  per  1,000  of  population. 
Disease  Cases  Notified  Liskeard  M.B.  England  and  Wales. 


Measles 

20 

4.40 

9.34 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

2.86 

3.42 

Pneumonia 

1 

0.22 

0.73 

During  the  year  the  Regional  Hospitals  Board  assumed 
responsibility  for  the  control  of  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals,  and 
under  arrangements  made  with  the  Board  all  such  cases  requiring 
hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  County  Isolation  Hospital,  Truro. 

Tuberculosis.  During  1948  notifications  in  respect  of  three 
new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  two  new  cases  of  n on- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  received.  Of  the  latter  one  case  was 
a  transfer  from  the  Camborne  area.  There  was  one  death  from 
non -respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1948 
there  were  17  cases  of  tuberculosis  living  in  the  Borough.  As 
already  stated  Chest  Clinics  which  these  patients  attend  are  held 
on  the  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Tuesdays  of  the  month  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital.  In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  Cornwall  has 
been  suffering  from  an  inadequacy  of  sanatorium  accommodation 
for  treatment  of  tuberculosis  which  will  be  overcome  only  when 
building  and  staffing  difficulties  can  be  solved. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Under  the  provisions  of 
Section  47  of  this  Act  the  Borough  Council  is  required  to  take 
action  in  connection  with  the  securing  of  care  and  attention  for 
persons  who  for  various  reasons  are  unable  to  adequately  care  for 
themselves.  No  action  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  was  called  for 
during  1948.  , 

Water  Supply.  The  Borough  is  fortunate  in  possessing  an 
excellent  water  supply.  Provided  that  excessive  demands  are  not 
made  on  it  the  supply  is  more  than  sufficient.  The  quality  and 
potability  are  both  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  In  contrast  to  the  water  supply, 
the  drainage  and  sewerage  arrangements  of  the  Borough  are 
primitive  and  unsatisfactory  to  a  degree.  Crude  sewage  is  dis¬ 
charged  into  neighbouring  streams,  the  East  Looe  River  being  the 
principal  sufferer  and  showing  a  high  degree  of  pollution.  Although 
the  high  cost  of  constructing  sewage  disposal  works  has  killed  any 
immediate  prospect  of  solving  this  problem,  it  is  certain  that  the 
present  highly  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  cannot  be  allowed  to 
continue  indefinitely. 

Disposal  of  Household  Refuse.  Arrangements  for 
refuse  collection  which  is  done  weekly  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
The  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  method  of  disposal — uncontrolled 
tipping,  which  is  a  source  of  nuisance  in  the  tip  area  at  Hendra 
Bridge.  As  with  sewage,  the  expense  of  providing  a  proper  method 
of  disposal  has  so  far  prevented  any  improvement  in  the  existing 
unhygienic  state  of  affairs.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  present 
method  cannot  be  used  indefinitely  at  the  present  site. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection.  As  Liskeard  is  the  allocation 
centre  of  the  Wholesale  Meat  Suppliers  Association  all  meat 
intended  for  distribution  over  a  wide  area  is  slaughtered  in  Liskeard. 
This  in  effect  means  that  your  Sanitary  Inspector  spends  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  his  time  inspecting  meat  which  is  distributed 
to  and  consumed  in  neighbouring  County  Districts  in  South-East 
Cornwall.  Efforts  to  obtain  some  assistance  in  these  duties  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  from  the  County  Districts  concerned 
have  so  far  not  been  successful. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were 
notified  during  1948. 

Housing.  As  shown  in  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Report  the 
number  of  new  houses  completed  during  1948  was  11,  a  relatively 
small  number  when  measured  against  the  demand  for  rehousing, 
and  the  large  number  of  sub-standard  dwellings  in  the  Borough. 
At  present  high  building  costs,  and  Ministerial  controls  make  the 
task  of  satisfying  the  demand  for  new  houses  a  very  difficult  one. 
The  point  is  now  being  reached  in  the  housing  programme  where 
many  of  those  who  require  houses  are  unable  to  pay  the  rent  which 
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Councils  are  compelled  to  charge  to  prevent  housing  becoming  a 
charge  on  general  rates.  A  partial  solution  may  be  building  of 
smaller  houses  e.g.  the  two-bedroom  type,  though  the  adoption  of 
this  type  as  a  general  policy  would  in  many  cases  ultimately  lead  to 
overcrowding . 

Factories  Act,  1937.  The  number  of  installations  in  the 
Borough  falling  within  the  scope  of  this  Act  is  small,  and  no 
difficulties  have  arisen  in  this  connection. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Report.  The  report  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Hoar, 
a.r.s.i.,  Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  which  follows, 
discusses  in  greater  detail  many  of  the  matters  touched  upon  by  my 
report,  and  gives  a  good  picture  of  the  varied  aspects  of  Public 
Health  with  which  Mr.  Hoar  has  so  ably  dealt  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY’S  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  1948. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough  of  Liskeard. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  hereunder  my  Report  for  the  Year  1948 

♦ 

Under  the  heading  “  Water  Supply,”  I  have  set  out  in  full, 
details  of  the  existing  supply,  treatment  and  distribution. 

E.  ].  HOAR, 

Free  Library,  Liskeard.  Sanitary  Inspector. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Source.  The  source  of  supply  is  from  two  streams  in  the 
Siblyback  and  Crylla  rising  in  Craddock  Moor,  about  six  miles 
North  of  Liskeard. 

The  water  required  by  the  Borough  is  diverted  into  a  leat  at 
Trekeive  and  thence  by  stoneware  pipes  to  the  Reservoirs  at  St. 
Cleer  Downs  where  the  filtration  plant  is  situated. 

Treatment  Plant.  The  plant  comprises  : — 

(a)  Sedimentation  Tanks  (Using  Chalk  and  Alum) 

(b)  Mechanical  Filters  (Capacity  12,  500  g.p.h.) 

(c)  Lime  Plant  (To  increase  p.h.  value  6.8  to  8.4) 

(d)  Sterilisation  Plant  (Chlorine  and  Ammonia) 

Distribution.  The  Borough  is  supplied  by  an  8"  main  laid 
down  in  1939,  and  also  an  old  8  main  that  has  been  in  service  for 
80  years  and  which  is  badly  encrusted. 

The  area  is  well  supplied  with  water  for  domestic  purposes, 
with  exception  of  outlying  farms  also  cottages  at  the  following 
points  : — Hendra  Bridge  and  Looe  Mills,  there  is  however,  the  risk 
of  shortage  owing  to  abnormal  consumption  which  was  in  the  region 
of  64  gallons  per  head  per  day  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Water  for  Fire  Fighting.  There  are  still  areas  that  are 
not  well  supplied  with  water  for  fire  fighting,  namely  : — Station 
Road  and  Old  Road. 

There  are  also  other  branch  mains  that  need  replacing,  i.e. 

8”  main  between  Trevecca  and  Lux  Cross. 

6”  main  between  Lux  Cross  and  Bay  Tree  Hill  via  Greenbank. 

5"  main  between  Lux  Cross  and  Market  St.  via  Higher  Lux  St. 

3n  branch  at  Tremeddan  and  Greenbank  Lanes. 

5"  main  Station  Road. 

Purity  of  Supply.  Samples  of  water  are  taken  each  week  to 
check  chlorine  residual  after  filtration  and  treatment,  and  every  six 
months  samples  are  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  each 
of  the  samples  were  taken  from  a  domestic  tap  in  the  town  and  the 
laboratory  reports  have  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewage  from  the  Town  is  discharged  in  a  crude  state  into 
two  streams  feeding  the  Looe  River. 

Points  of  discharge  being  at  : — 

Gut  Lane  Field  O.S.  No.  960. 

Lanchard  Lane  O.S.  No.  1062. 

Field  adjoining  Public  Institution. 

New  Road. 

Trevecca. 

Railway  Station. 

The  Council  has  considered  a  preliminary  Report  on  a  Scheme 
submitted  by  Messrs.  Lemon  &  Blizard,  Consulting  Engineers,  but 
has  deferred  any  further  action  on  account  of  the  cost  involved. 

A  scheme  for  sewering  Trevecca  Cottages  is  in  the  course  of 
preparation. 

SCAVENGING  AND  STREET  CLEANING. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  and  the  whole  of  the 
houses  in  the  area  with  the  exception  of  farms  are  visited  each  week 
for  the  collection  of  house  refuse. 

Complaints  have  been  received  of  a  nuisance  caused  by  smould¬ 
ering  refuse  at  the  dumping  ground  at  Hendra  Bridge.  This 
nuisance,  together  with  the  rodent  infestation  (the  dump  providing 
a  harbour  and  feeding  ground),  will  not  be  abated  unless  a  Refuse 
Destructor  is  provided,  or  a  sufficient  supply  of  clean  soil  is 
obtained  to  carry  out  controlled  tipping. 

The  cleaning  of  streets  is  also  carried  out  by  Council 
employees,  and  it  would  be  desirable  if  covered  bins  were 
provided  in  every  street  for  sweepings  and  contents  of  street 
gullies. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Factories  where  Mechanical  Power  is  used  ...  24. 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  ...  29. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  in  Year  : — 

Pt.l.  Sections  1 — 7.  Factories  Act,  1937  ...  Nil. 

Pt.ll  Sections  34 — 35  do.  do.  ...  4. 

MILK  SHOPS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Number  of  Producer  Retailers  in  Borough  6. 

Rural  Producers  &  do.  do.  ...  2. 
Retailers  only  (One  T.T.)  \  ~ 

(One  Pasteurised)  J  *** 

Producer  Wholesalers  ...  28. 

T.T.  Milk.  Two  retailers  sell  T.T.  Milk  in  the  Borough,  from 
farms  in  the  Rural  District.  There  is  one  producer  of  T.T.  Milk  in 
the  Borough. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Liskearcl  is  the  allocation  centre  of  the  Wholesale  Meat 
Suppliers  Association  for  Liskeard  Borough,  Torpoint,  Millbrook, 
Looe  and  Liskeard  Rural  District. 

All  animals  slaughtered  in  the  adjoining  slaughter  house  are  for 
distribution  in  the  same  area. 

Liskeard  is  also  the  distributing  centre  for  a  wide  area  for 
dried  and  tinned  goods. 

The  meat  and  foods  inspection,  together  with  the  issuing  of 
condemnation  certificates  and  keeping  of  records  is  almost  sufficient 
work  for  a  full  time  officer  working  a  38  hour  week. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  year  and  the  condemnations  made  : — 

Number  of  Animals  from  Grading  Markets  slaughtered  5,542 

Number  of  Animals,  classed  as  Casualties  171 

T.C.Q.L. 

Meat  and  Edible  offal  condemned  from  Graded  Animals  8.4.1.23 

Meat  and  Edible  offal  condemned  from  Casualty  carcases  20.7.2.26 

Total  weight  cond.  28.12.0.21 

Tinned  Foods  Condemned  281  tins. 

Miscellaneous  Foods  9  cwts.  3  qr.  41bs. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  above  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  part- 
time  operator,  it  is  however,  very  unsatisfactory  to  transfer  a  man 
from  another  job  for  this  purpose,  and  I  would  suggest  that 
arrangements  be  made  with  another  Local  Authority  to  engage 
their  operator  when  required. 

The  Council  has  agreed  to  undertake  the  treatment  of  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  where  there  is  rodent  infestation  free  of  cost,  but  this 
service  does  not  appear  to  be  required  in  that  only  one  request  has 
been  made. 

The  work  of  the  operator  has  been  that  of  making  a  survey  of 
dwelling  houses  for  rodent  infestation,  and  the  subsequent  treat¬ 
ment  of  premises  where  infestation  is  found,  also  the  treatment  of 
the  sewers,  sewer  outfalls,  refuse  dump  and  shop  premises. 

The  infestation  of  houses  is  very  slight,  but  the  Council’s 
Refuse  dump  had  a  major  infestation  and  the  sewer  outfalls  minor 
infestations,  the  sewers  being  almost  clear  of  rats. 

HOUSING  ACT  1936. 

No  routine  inspections  of  dwellings  have  been  made  during  the 
year,  the  Council  having  decided  in  1945  that  further  inspections 
should  be  deferred.  The  last  inspection  made  was  in  1936,  and 
then  only  to  houseswith  a  rateable  value  below  LI 2.  This  survey 
showed  that  there  were  329  houses  which  were  sub-standard. 
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1948. 

Houses  inspected  on  complaint  3. 

Statutory  Notices  served  3. 

Defects  remedied  and  notices  complied  with  2. 

One  Notice  served  in  1947  -  Completed  in  1948. 
One  Notice  served  in  1947  -  Not  complied  with. 
Post  War  Housing. 

New  houses  completed  in  Year  11. 

(Of  which  8  were  in  course  of  construction  in  1947) 

Total  Permanent  houses  erected  15  (Since  1945) 

Total  Temporary  houses  erected  25  (1947) 

Total  dwellings  erected  since  war  40 


Squatters  Camp,  Luxstowe. 

The  total  number  of  ex-Army  huts  occupied  at  the  end  of  the 
Year  was  14,  these  huts  are  occupied  mainly  by  people  who  have 
moved  in  from  other  districts  or  do  not  qualify  for  a  new  Council 
house  in  the  Borough. 

The  housing  position  in  the  Borough  was  a  very  urgent 
problem  in  1938,  and  the  total  number  of  permanent  houses 
completed  since  that  date  is  only  17,  these  houses  have  only 
touched  on  the  fringe  of  the  difficulty. 

Many  of  the  sub-standard  houses  are  incapable  of  repair  at  a 
reasonable  cost  and  should  be  demolished,  but  the  Council  cannot 
deal  with  such  property  until  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been 
dealt  with. 

The  position  is  such  that  an  increase  in  the  erection  of  houses 
by  the  local  authority  ol*  by  private  enterprise  must  be  permitted, 
otherwise  people  will  have  to  continue  to  live  in  premises  that  have 
been  unfit  for  years  and  are  fast  becoming  derelect. 

This  shortage  of  houses  also  affects  the  implementing  of  the 
H  ousing  Act  in  that  the  Council  will  not  issue  demolition  orders 
on  the  type  of  dwelling  mentioned  previously. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936. 


This  work  has  resolved  into  the  inspection  of  premises  on 
receipt  of  complaints. 


Statutory  Notices  served. 

Defective  Property  4. 

Overcrowding  1. 

Informal  Notices. 

Defective  Property  5. 

Defective  drains  8. 

Premises,  filthy  condition  1 . 


Nuisances  abated. 

4. 

1. 

Result. 

1 — Abated. 

8 — Works  carried  out. 
Abated. 
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